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statements issued by League leaders was: ' We want inde-
pendence for India, but. . .' The fact is that the League
was not actually working for Indian independence.
' Neither is the Congress', was the reply of ardent
Leaguers ; which was true.
Socially, the Muslim League was thoroughly reactionary.
This is most clearly proved in that all the proposed Pakistan
schemes, however much they might otherwise differ, had
this in common : that they contemplated leaving the native
states practically as they are. In fact, the League was
explicitly in sympathy with the status quo in Hyderabad.
Now the native states of India have some of the most back-
ward forms of government in the world; whoever upholds
them stands self-condemned.
The fact that the reactionary classes of Indian Islam
supported the League is further evidence of its obstructive-
ness. Virtually all Muslim landlords, native princes,
wealthy professionals, favoured it. Devotees naturally ex-
plained this away by saying that there is no class struggle in
Islam, and that it was pure religious devotion which brought
these stalwarts to back Islam's ' progressive * communal
movement. It did not, however, bring them to back any
other Muslim movement, such as that advocated by the
'ulama. One can notice, moreover, that the religious
devotion of landlords stopped short when it might affect
their property. For example, they lauded the shari'ah in
principle ; but when it came to a question of whether or not
they would share the inheritance with their sisters, they
preferred the infidels' system. The Muslim Personal Law
(Shari'at) Application Act, No. xxvi of 1937, does not apply
to agricultural land.
We have noticed the intimate tie between the director-
ates (not between the memberships) of the League and
the Khaksar party.
The League had a glaring and utter lack of social pro-
gramme, even in idea.
To sum up. The Muslim League for several years after
its .reformation in the mid-1930's made use of a virtually